
Objectives
•  Show some understanding of the idea of animal 

welfare.

•  Recognise that knowledge, dedicated funds and time  
are all needed to care for an animal properly.

•  Recognise that domestic animals depend on humans  
to care for them. 

•  Discuss some of the possible consequences of neglect  
or inappropriate care.

•  Discuss the use of animals in developed and 

developing countries

•  Understand that animals have rights and there  
are laws to protect them.

•  Recognise that euthanasia is an important issue  
which anyone who owns or cares for an animal 
should think about.

DiscussiOn iDeas
Look at practical examples of what can happen when 
one of the Five Freedoms is not provided for an animal. 
The result may be that the animal lives an unhappy life, 
becomes ill, or even dies. An owner may be punished 
by law for not providing the Five Freedoms for a pet.

There are case studies provided on the Redwings 
website and other internet sites. Newspapers and 
charity newsletters are good sources too. Many have 
children’s magazines. Redwings writes a free Young 
Redwings magazine for under 16s and has a children’s 
website, www.youngredwings.co.uk. 

Talk about animal welfare and to what extent pupils 
feel that animals are important. Look at an example 
of an owner who was prosecuted to introduce the fact 
that there are laws in Britain to protect animals from 
suffering. Talk about possible reasons why someone 
may not have provided for an animal properly (and why 
some pet owners may receive a harsher punishment 
than others).

You can also introduce euthanasia and why it can be 
the best thing for an animal in some cases. Stress the 
importance, legally and ethically, of euthanasia only 
being carried out by a qualified person.

Pupils could research animal welfare throughout history 
and map how it has changed. They may research the 
use of animals in work today and how well their needs 
are met. Comparisons between Britain and other 
countries could be made (working elephants, donkeys 
etc). Pupils can discuss whether they think the laws in 
Britain today could go even further than they already 
do, or if they are too harsh.



Practical activity iDeas
Pupils could design a poster or leaflet promoting the  
Five Freedoms to people who look after horses or 
another species of animal. 

Pupils can write letters and emails to animal welfare 
organisations to ask for more information about  
their work.

Pupils can devise a campaign, highlighting the specific 
needs of a particular animal. 

Pupils could write and design a pledge for pet owners  
to take in order to own a particular animal.

Pupils could write and illustrate a short story about  
a horse that is suffering from the lack of one of the  
Five Freedoms and how a human helps to resolve  
the situation. You can find lots of inspiration at  
www.redwings.co.uk and www.youngredwings.co.uk. 

Pupils could write a letter or poem to an animal that 
they cared about that has been put to sleep to recount 
happy memories and sadness that they are no longer 
with them.

Pupils could come up with fundraising ideas to raise 
money for animal welfare charities, such as Redwings.

Pupils can research the use of horses throughout  
history (e.g. the role of horses in World War 1 and  
World War 2).

Pupils can research laws that have been introduced  
to protect animals throughout the last century. Discuss  
if current laws are adequate to protect animals in  
Britain today. 

Pupils can research and discuss the use of working 
animals, especially horses, in Britain and abroad, and 
how well their needs are met. Do they have the same 
rights as in Britain? If not, why not?


