Checkers are important members of our farm teams that help towards the
daily care of our residents, including our Golden Oldies!
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\. PP Eqine Cushing’s disease

This is a common condition that
affects older horses. It is related

to problems of the pituitary gland,
which is found just underneath the
brain. The gland plays a vital part

in the production and regulation of
hormones, which for example controls
hair growth. This is why you may find
horses and ponies growing more hair
than usual and/or even out of season.

1. fiqh’f Problems

Horses can undergo age-related sight
changes but it's rare they go blind.
Check for changes in their behaviour
and if you're concerned call a vet

to check their vision. Small changes
can help with their daily care such as
putting food in the same place every
day so they can find it, checking for
trip hazards and making yourself heard
before you approach them so they
don't get scared when you're near.

5. Teefh problems

It sounds like this pony needs to visit
the vet or equine dentist. Struggling to
eat may be because this pony is in pain
whilst eating so may not want to chew
much as it hurts too much. Checking
their teeth and mouth would be a
good place to start.
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This is a big cause of lameness in older
horses. You won't find any sign of injury
as this is inside the body - the cartilage
in the joint starts to break down, which
you can imagine would be quite painful!
It's the result of general wear and tear
as a result of being on their legs all day
every day over the years. Sadly there is
no cure but you can manage it so this
pony stays comfortable and happy.

In all cases - call your vet!
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