
Name of your MP                                                          Your name and address 
House of Lords 
London  
SW1A 0AA 
 
Date 
 
Dear  
 
Court orders 29 rescued Amersham horses to be returned to their owners 
 
In early January 2008 the RSPCA, assisted by other equine welfare organisations, 
removed over 100 horses, ponies and donkeys from Spindles Farm, Amersham 
and charges of animal cruelty were brought against the Gray family.  Most of the 
animals required extensive veterinary treatment and nursing care to start them on 
the road to good health and some will need continued care for many months to 
come. 
 
The farm's owner, James Gray, made a formal application to Oxford Magistrates 
Court on Friday, 4th April 2008 to have the animals returned.  The Deputy District 
Judge ruled to return 29 of these animals into the care of the family, deemed to be 
family pets, and to send another 82 to public auction.  This decision has been 
greeted with outrage and dismay by the welfare agencies caring for the animals as 
the case against the Gray family for offences under section 4 and section 9 of the 
Animal Welfare Act (2006) is yet to be heard. 
 
It is not in the best interests of the animals for these rulings to take place and the 
RSPCA will investigate all other avenues of appeal.  
 
I request that you make representations on my behalf to the Ministry of Justice to 
intervene and direct the Court to overturn the judgements made by Deputy District 
Judge Sandeep Kainth, at Oxford Magistrates Court on April 4th 2008 for the 
return of 11 donkeys and 18 Shetland ponies to their owners, the Gray family and 
of the auction, in Henley in Arden in early May 2008, of the remaining 82 horses.   
 
I further request that all animals be left in the care of the welfare agencies until the 
trial of the Gray family dealing with 12 counts of animal cruelty has taken place. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Copies to: 

∞ MP for Amersham: Mrs Cheryl Gillan MP, House of Commons, London, 
SW1A 0AA 

∞ Your local newspapers 
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